The taxonomy of Silene nocturna subsp. boullui (putatively endemic to W Corsica) and S. valsecchiae (putatively endemic to E Sardinia) is investigated, by means of morphometric and karyological analyses. Both taxa resulted diploid with 2n = 24 chromosomes. On the basis of morphological results, we confirm the species rank for S. valsecchiae, and consider S. nocturna subsp. boullui as the priority name, at subspecies rank, for S. nocturna subsp. capraria (= S. reflexa).
Introduction
Recent work on the Silene nocturna Linnaeus (1753: 416) complex in the Central Mediterranean area (Peruzzi & Carta 2013 , Peruzzi et al. 2014a showed the existence of three taxonomic units: S. mutabilis Linnaeus (1756: 16) [= S. neglecta Tenore (1826: 13) ], S. nocturna subsp. nocturna and S. nocturna subsp. capraria (Sommier 1896 : 113) Peruzzi & Carta (2013 [= S. reflexa (Linnaeus 1753: 416) Aiton (1811: 86) ]. However, as already pointed out by Peruzzi & Carta (2013) , two further taxa from the Corso-Sardinian biogeographic province need investigation: S. nocturna subsp. boullui (Jordan ex Rouy & Foucaud 1896: 114) Gamisans in Gamisans & Jeanmonod (1993: 243) , originally described from Corsica (see also Jeanmonod 2007 Jeanmonod , 2013 , and S. valsecchiae Bocchieri (1988: 305) , putative endemic to eastern Sardinia (Bacchetta et al. 2006a , 2006b , Arrigoni 2010 , Pinna et al. 2013 ).
This paper is part of a broader project on the taxonomic study of the endemic Italian flora (Domina et al. 2012 , Peruzzi et al. 2014b , which also led to several recent other publications on the genus Silene (Brullo et al. 2012 , 2014 , Peruzzi & Carta 2013 , Peruzzi et al. 2014a . The aim of the present study is to provide data concerning morphology, seed micromorphology and karyology of these two taxa, in order to contribute to their correct taxonomic circumscription.
Material and Methods
Quantitative morphological investigations is performed on herbarium specimens of S. nocturna subsp. boullui and S. valsecchiae. The herbaria checked were CAG and PI (codes according to Thiers 2014) . The following eight characters were examined: plant size (cm), flower number, inclination of the lowest flower's pedicel [from 0° (erect and adpressed to peduncle upwards), to 180° (completely reflexed)], length of the lowest flower's pedicel (mm), calyx length (mm), carpophore length (mm), calyx teeth length and width (mm). Linnaeus (1753: 416) 
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